
Exam 1
Watch the Child of Rage Documentary on YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=i9GYExnh1yU) and answer the following questions as completely as you can.  
Incorporate as many ideas from the study.com lectures as possible and you are 
encouraged to reference outside sources such as books and journal articles.  This is 
your opportunity to show off to me how much you have learned.  The more in depth your 
answers, the more points.  Answers should be as long as they need to be.

1. Explain what caused this situation in terms of Gottlieb's Epigenetic psychobiological 
theory.  How is this similar to systems theory?

2. This documentary is research in its own way. What kind of research is it? Explain. 
How is it different than a true experimental research design?  Could this situation be 
studied like a true experimental research design? Why or why not?

3. What is the Beth’s attachment? How did this effect her?
4. How would Freud have analyzed Beth and would Erickson have agreed?
5. Maslow believed everyone was striving towards self actualization and wanted what 

was best for themselves. Do you see evidence of this in Beth? Explain
6. Do you see genetics having an impact with Beth’s situation? Why or why not.
7. Do you believe any prenatal issues played a role in Beth developing sociopathy? 

What could have?  Explain
8. Explain how the visual cliff experiment reveals the beginnings of morality, emotional 

regulation and feelings of safety and emotional responsiveness.
9. Connect this concept to the video. How did Beth miss/lose the ability to respond to 

others emotions appropriately (i.e. With compassion)? What does the visual cliff 
experiment tell us about the girl's relationship with her biological as well as adopted 
parents? What is emotionally different between the adopted parents and the 
therapist she lives with in the end, in terms of what you have just discussed for this 
question?

10. Beth has dreams about a man falling on her and hurting her. The adopted parents 
(as well as her social worker) believed that she was molested. The girl never 
remembers this happening besides in her dreams. Explain infantile amnesia and 
why it occurs. How could this be affecting her sociopathic behavior? How would 
Freud have explained this concept?

11. Explain what habituation is and how this could explain Beth’s willingness to abuse 
others.

12. How did Beth’s therapist create disinhibition?
13. Why might Beth have become a sociopath while her brother didn’t?  Use what was 

studied to explain this (not just your opinion) .

When you are finished, email this to serina@markupsync.com

Due:  April 3rd at midnight
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